law for Portugal. The Portuguese Cortes responded positively to Bentham's offer to codify, and on receipt of their letter in April 1822 he immediately started work. 4 Bentham began to write, not a penal or civil code of laws which had occupied so much of his earlier working life, but a constitutional code, which he had recently come to believe was the key to reform in all other areas of law.
The lack of success in convincing any government to adopt his earlier proposed reforms had persuaded Bentham to embrace political radicalism. 5 In 1817 15-33, reprinted in Radicalism and Reform in Britain, 1780 -1850 , London, 1992 
